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East Salinas program touts
youth safety

Residents hear results of state initiative

By CLAUDIA MELENDEZ SALINAS
Herald Salinas Burean
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Alisal community members have been mesting since
March o idantify prigrilles to tamest with a
muifimillion-dollar infilative, and by Wednesday the
lzsue at the top of the fist was the lack of safely in
East Salinas,

"This program could bansfit us,” sald José
Hernandez, an-Alisal resident and father of four
children. "Mot with more law enforcement. but with
{programe) like how to educale our children, kow to
give them focls.”

Mare than 150 communily |eaders, residenls and
directors of nonprofit groups gathered at the Mariin
Lulher King Jr. Acadamy an Wadnesday o hear
preliminary resulis for Building Heallhy
Communities, a 10-year, multimilllon Inltiative
sponsored by the California Endowment aimed at
fostering a safe snvironment for youlhs.

The Alisal neighberhood is one of 14 communities
aurpes the siate saelecied by the endowment to
benefil from maney for new programs. The amount
of money the endoviment would give = not sel, bt
is expected fo be milions of dollars

That violence In East Salinas topped the list "didn't
surprise me," said Pastor Frank Gomez, a:member of
the group's stesring committes. "Even In the lHile
group | was, it didn't surprise anyone, We had 28

homigides last year.”

Respondents also said they wanted children to have
health coverage, to have human services with 3
focus on prevention, and to have communitiess thal
suppart healthy youlh development.

For Gomez, this means glving young Allsal
rasldents the lools to to finish high school and
betome productive members of socisly.

"I's erealing opportunities for lhem, recognizing
their leadership abilities and creating g haalihy
environment for them," Gamez said.

In ths currant economic climate, when Salinas city
officlals are contemplaiing budget cuts that could
affect after-school programs and youth sendces, the
promise fram the Califarnia Endowment is a hopeful

sign.

"Hopeillly, the coliaboration leads o lang-tarm
changes and stability,” said Councliman Sergio
Sanchez, who represants the Allsal. "It doesi't help
for people to come in if the changes are nol
permanent”

The next step is a community retreat Feb. G o fins
tunz an aclion plan, which is due at the California
Endowmznt by March.

"“We still kave a ot of work to do," Rulh Redrigusz,
a member of the local stearing commities for the
Inlllative and cormmunity service coardinalor with
the nonprofit Community Housing |mprovement
Systems and Planning Association, lold the
participants at the end-of the mesting.

"We need everyore here to help us, to become
involved. Come to the meeting so teaether we can
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