My name is Yajaira Medranc
and | am o 1é-yearcld girl
living in East Salinas. |
currently work as o Friendly
PEERsuasion Teen Taacher
at El Sausal Middle School
with 7th grode girls. Owver
the past couple of months, |
have become involved in a
new project, fhrough Girls
Inc., called Building Healthy Communities a project
from the Colifornia Endowment and  the Community
Foundation for Monterey County; focused on improving the
lives of residents in East Salinos. About 45 community
members form the Steering Committee, with a fotal of B youth
involved.

Growing up in East Salinas, | hove seen that people's voices
on my side of lown are rarely heard. Many of the residents
are not actively involved in frying to improve the communiby
of find solutions 1o the problems they foce everyday. By being
involved in this project | am able to voice my opinion on cll
the issues that | feel affect East Salinas. | feal that by getfing
involved in this project | am making a difference in my
community. During the El Grito Festival | helped gather the
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opinion of local residents’, and during the next few weeks |
will be he||:|-ir-5 put Iugalher small Qroups of Communiby
mambers o present all the information we gathered

| believe that it's extremely important for youth fo get involved
in their community. By doing so, they get to eddress many of
the issues that affect them. These problems cannct be solved
if we do not make our voices heard. | am very proud of myself
because | am making a difference in my community by being
involved in this project. | hove conibuted by sharing my
personal experiences and what | see with my friends and
classmaies. All the time that | have invested in this project has
been very productive and | am sure it will pay off in the future.
| expect great results from this project and | know | will see a
lot of changes in my community.

msbondate

If you are interested in making
a donation, please contact us at:

(831) 772-0882

or visit our website:
www.girlsinccc.org
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