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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Revised August 9, 2010

Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands (GHGH) 
A grant from the Women’s Fund of Monterey County,

a field of interest fund of the Community Foundation
BACKGROUND
The Women’s Fund of Monterey County is a field of interest fund of the Community Foundation for Monterey County.  The Women’s Fund brings resources, people and ideas together to improve the quality of life and to increase opportunities for women and girls in Monterey County.
The Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands (GHGH) project was initiated as a girl-led action research project to identify the health information, support and service needs of pre-teen and teen girls in Monterey County.  Research was completed by five teams, 57 young women in total, from throughout Monterey County.  These leadership teams designed and conducted research with 1,200 other girls in Monterey County.  The result of this research was the GHGH report, a detailed account of their key findings and priority recommendations (please refer to Girls Health Action Plan Final and GHGH Recommendation Summary on our website, www.cfmco.org).   The report was completed in October 2009 and was widely disseminated to key stakeholders and policy makers throughout the county.

The next phase of the GHGH project is to move forward with implementing these far-sighted recommendations, and to do so with the leadership and involvement of girls.  To that end, the 2010 Women’s Fund GHGH Grant is being awarded both to begin implementation of high priority strategies for increasing access to accurate and relevant health information, and to begin steps toward creating an ongoing GHGH project.  The ultimate objective of Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands is to achieve these outcomes:

· Girls have better access to health information, support, and services that are age-appropriate and culturally-sensitive.

· Girls are empowered to be advocates for their own health needs.

· Monterey County is a community that supports girls’ healthy lives and their life choices.

GRANT GUIDELINES

This year the Community Foundation will award a one-year grant totaling a maximum of $75,000 to support the implementation of the Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands project.  
At the completion of the one-year grant period, the expectation is that the grantee will have made significant, measurable progress toward having: 

· Developed a three-year plan for establishing and sustaining a girl-led effort focused on the implementation of the Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands project (based on research findings and recommendations in the aforementioned GHGH report created in 2009).
· Organized and supported the work of three teams of girl leaders, in three Monterey County communities, who have created and led “health days” for other teen girls (three single community events and one multi-community event).
Applications for a Collaborative (multi-agency) Grant will be considered.

· Lead agency submits a full application.  Each partner agency submits only the two-page Grant Application Form and a letter signed by their Board Chair authorizing participation in the project.

· Lead agency’s application should include a breakdown of the project expenses and requested funds among the various participating agencies.

· Contracts to provide services to other organizations are not considered collaborative projects.  Each participating agency both contributes to and benefits from the project.

Applications from a Fiscal Sponsor will be considered.

· A group that is not an independent nonprofit agency will be referred to as a “Sponsored Group” and may have its application presented by an independent nonprofit “Fiscal Sponsor.”

· A letter of agreement between the Fiscal Sponsor and the Sponsored Group should be submitted with the application.

Eligibility Criteria. To qualify, an organization must be:

· An independent 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization in good standing with the IRS.
· Current on all past reporting obligations to the Community Foundation (for past grants).
Selection Criteria. For applicant organizations meeting the above GHGH eligibility criteria, the selection committee will seek to fund organizations that: 
· Have a strong record of achieving meaningful community impact.
· Have a viable plan for achieving the grant objectives.

· Demonstrate a commitment to a girl-led effort, with staff in the role of support to the girl leadership teams who will create and lead the health days.
· Emphasize reaching young teens.

· Make a commitment to maintaining the identity of the Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands project.
Preference will be given to organizations who will work collaboratively with other agencies and community-based groups.  Nontraditional partners are encouraged.
What grant funds will support. 

· Eligible organizations may apply for a one-year grant for up to $75,000. 

· One grantee will be selected.
· The grant funds may be used to support operations, event expenses, consultant services and stipends to the girl leaders.
Organizations and activities which are not eligible:
· Payment of debt.
· Agencies that have unresolved, non-consensual liens.
· Lobbying activities.
Please visit our website at www.cfmco.org for the Women’s Fund GHGH Application Packet, instructions and all materials needed to submit a proposal.
For questions please contact Julie Drezner at 831.375.9712  or julied@cfmco.org.
PROPOSALS ARE DUE BY 5:00 PM ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2010 
FUNDING DECISIONS WILL BE ANNOUNCED BY LETTER IN LATE-NOVEMBER
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