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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 22, 2011

Contact:
Amanda Holder, Communications Officer
831.375.9712 x123 / amandah@cfmco.org

$50,000 IN GRANTS AWARDED TO NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS
THROUGH THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR MONTEREY COUNTY
More than $649,000 Awarded Since Start of Program

Salinas, CA The Community Foundation for Monterey County (CFMC) announced the recipients of the 2011 Neighborhood Grants Program (NGP).  This year 21 groups from throughout Monterey County were selected to receive a grant and additional assistance to organize ongoing activities in their respective communities.  The total amount awarded is $50,000 with an average individual grant amount of $2,500. Since the program’s inception in 1995, more than $649,000 has been awarded to neighborhood groups.  

“These grantees are the vital social capital acting to better the health and prosperity of our region. What sets them apart is that they are not traditional nonprofits, but volunteer-led groups devoting time and energy improving their communities’ one person at a time,” said Aurelio Salazar Jr., CFMC Neighborhood Grants Program Officer. 

This year’s funded groups will organize parent and volunteer-led sports, arts, education, self-help and safety programs for children and families. Other grantees include neighborhood improvement associations and community support groups. The NGP staff of the Community Foundation will assist the groups with leadership and project management training and coaching throughout the year.

On Saturday, September 24, the Community Foundation will host its 14th annual Awards Ceremony in Salinas to recognize neighborhood groups whose volunteers have shown exemplary action to improve the safety, well-being, and overall quality of life in their neighborhoods. The purpose of NGP is to identify and offer grants and technical assistance to the residents of underserved and under-represented areas throughout Monterey County.
-more-
[bookmark: _GoBack]Community Foundation for Monterey County Awards $50,000 in Neighborhood Grants, cont.


2011 Neighborhood Grants Program Grant Recipients:
                              
Aguila Real de Soledad 
Asamblea de Poder Popular de Gonzales* 
Ballet Folklorico Tapatio* 
Castroville Neighborhood Watch Program 
CHISPA Vineyard Green Neighborhood Watch 
CHISPA Walnut Place Neighborhood Watch   
Folklorico de Chualar*
Friends of Life Cycle*
Greenfield Farmworker's Institute 
Grupo de Apoyo "Padres Compartiendo Juntos"* 
King City Culture Academy* 
Los Olivos-Riker Neighborhood Association 
Monarch C.A.R.E.S.* 
Monte Bella Community 
Otis Park Neighborhood Association
Padres de Niños Especials del Sur de Condado
Padres e Hijos Creciendo Juntos* 
Poder Popular de Salinas* 
Salinas Valley Youth Soccer League 
San Jerardo* 
Valley of Artists 

*new grantees


The mission of the Community Foundation is to inspire philanthropy and be a catalyst for strengthening communities throughout Monterey County. For more information, please visit www.cfmco.org or call 831.375.9712.
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